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All Saints Radiology Manager Terri Waschbisch said she 
found it therapeutic swinging a sledgehammer into the wall.

“I felt a sense of satisfaction and pride because the 
expansion of the Cancer Center was finally happening,” she 
said. “In fact, I whacked the wall twice.”

Waschbisch was among the medical and community 
leaders who had taken part in a wall-breaking ceremony in 
September 2015 to launch construction of the new Cancer 
Center. Pounding into the wall of the old cancer center with 
a golden sledgehammer, attendees literally made their mark 
on the exciting transition for cancer care in the Racine area.

Waschbisch served as the Cancer Center’s first director 
when it opened in 1993, as a state-of-the-art cancer 
treatment center.

“That goal has been far exceeded over the years 
through the enduring support of our community and 
the compassionate care provided by the staff,” she said. 
“Every day, I witness the staff’s unrelenting dedication and 
commitment. I’m so happy they’re being given even more 
tools and space to care for cancer patients for years to come.” 
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A Tranquil Space

The stones at the new Tranquility Garden have a 
history. They are the very same stones that adorned the 

Garden of Hope and Circle of Hope at 
the original Cancer Center. 

Doug Karge, a design-build 
landscape contractor in Racine created 
the pond and waterfalls at the original 
garden more than two decades ago. The 
project was one of the first ponds he 
ever built.

“My kids remember me building 
it,” he said. “They would go back to visit 
the old pond.”

To create the Tranquility Garden, 
Karge relocated every stone—nine 

truckloads in all—along with several trees, plants and 
benches. The garden was dedicated and blessed at a 
summer ceremony, and now many patients, visitors and 
associates relax and reflect in its peaceful environment.

 “To see it all come together brought tears to my 
eyes,” he said.

Karge has been committed to creating a space full 
of beauty and warmth since creating the original pond 
in 1993. Back then, as he arranged stones and reviewed 
landscape plans, he looked up at the building’s windows 
and saw patients preparing for chemotherapy treatment.

“I knew they were hurting,” he said. “And I 
thought, ‘If they could just look out here at the garden 
and enjoy it, maybe it will help them a little.’ And I 
hope that it has.”

Architects, construction workers, donors, board 
members, associates and corporate leaders attended the 
event, which served as an important reminder of the 
project’s scope and impact, said nurse 
Tammy Kowalski.

“We’re so thankful that it’s 
being built, and we appreciate all the 
donations, time and effort that people 
have given to make it happen,” she 
said. 

Overall, the facility will have a 
calming, patient-friendly atmosphere 
that will give patients and their families 
a better experience, Kowalski said. The 
staff is looking forward to working 
with patients in a renovated facility. 
Frequent appointments and follow-up visits have enabled 
them to get to know each other on good days and bad 
days, beyond roles as patients and caretakers.

“Our jobs are so much more than jobs,” Kowalski 
said. “Our patients are like family and they enrich our 
lives. We get just as many hugs as we give.”

Messages of Support

Before the final steel beam was placed in the 
framework, associates paused to consider the meaning 
the new facility holds for them personally. They 
inscribed the beam with messages of courage, peace 
and strength. Bible verses, signatures, dedications and 
messages honoring and remembering family and friends 
were chosen as permanent testimonials to the vital work 
of the Cancer Center.

Nurse Lori Stefanski chose to write a nurse’s prayer 
that hangs in her cubicle, and is often read by associates 
and patients passing by. Let me dedicate my life today to the 
care of those who come my way. Let me touch each one with 
healing hand and the gentle art for which I stand. And then 
tonight when day is done, O let me rest in peace if I helped 
just one.

“It was something near and dear to me that will 
forever be a part of the new Cancer Center,” she said. 
“Even though we don’t see it, we know it’s there, and 
hopefully it will guide us.”

As they watched construction progress, patients 
and associates have shared personal milestones such as 
weddings and new grandchildren. With the opening of 
the new cancer center they have a milestone in common. 

“We see patients accomplish these goals, and we cheer 
along with them,” she said. “The fact that they share these 
moments with us is really significant to us. So, we’re all 
very excited to be a part of that as we also anticipate the 
opening of the new Cancer Center.”

“Every day, I witness 
the staff’s unrelenting 

dedication and commitment. 
I’m so happy they’re being 
given even more tools and 

space to care for cancer 
patients for years to come.”

–Terri Waschbisch, Radiology Manager
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